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Mount Zion Methodist Episcopal Church
Private

The Mount Zion Methodist Episcoapl Church, now the United Methodist
Church was built in 1891. The principal facade is three bays wide.
The main entrance is located in the second bay. It consists of a
double wooden panelled door with centre ogee transom filled with
three pane transom. A small portico or entrance porch extends

over the main entrance covered with a standing seam tin roof and
supported by wooden brackets. Occupying the remaining bays are

4/4 original windows framed by original wooden louvered shutters.
The windows are crowned by pedimented wooden lintels.

The entire structure rests on a stone rubble foundation. In the
southeast corner is a cornerstone inscribed Mount Zion ME Church,
1891. The structure is covered by a fishscale pattern slate roof
supported by decorative wooden brackets. A centre bell tower crowned
by a steeple and cross are connected to the slate roof.

The building of Mount Zion Methodist Episcopal Church represented
the growth in the McKaig area from its earliest structure Fairview
Methodist Church, a small stone meetinghouse. The church is
significant for its religious and social associations with the
community since its erection in 1891. Architecturally it is an
example of rural eclectic architecture with various features of
interest such as the centre ogee transom, unique to churches in
this area of Frederick County.
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DESCRIPTION F-§-27

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED XX ORIGINAL SITE
ANGOOD __RUINS X ALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Mount Zion United Methodist Church, a one and a half story frame
structure, faces west from the east side of McKaig Road.

The principal facade is three bays wide. The main entrance is located
in the second bay. It consists of a double wooden panelled door with
centre ogee transom filled with a three pane transom. A small portico
or entrance porch extends over the main entrance covered with a stand-
ing seam tin roof. It is supported by wooden brackets.

Occupying the remaining bays are 4/4 original windows framed by original
wooden louvered shutters. The windows are crowned by pedimented wooden
lintels.

The entire structure rests on a stone rubble foundation. In the
southeast corner is a cornerstone inscribed Mount Zion ME Church, 1891.
The structure is covered by a scalloped or fishscale pattern slate roof
supported by wooden brackets. A row of cast iron snow stops lie above
the thin cornice line.

Connected to the slate roof is a single, centre bell tower crowned by a
steeple and topped with a cross. The steeple features the church bell

intact. Four plain columns support the steeple. Plain wooden railing

is found in between the supporting columns.

The structure is covered with white asbestos shingles covering the
original frame exterior. One brick chimney rises from the east gable
end of the structure. An iron vent or stove chimney rises from the
center of the structure. A one story cement block addition is located
to the rear of the structure.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1891 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Mount Zion Methodist Episcopal Church, a frame structure covered
with asbestos shingles was built in 1891. The church represented a
move of the McKaig congregation from a smaller structure located on
Boyer's Mill Road. Fairview Methodist Protestant Church had served the
community from the early nineteenth century. The building of a second
church represented the growth of McKaig and of the surrounding area.

Mount Zion Methodist Episcopal Church has been in continual use since

its erection in 1891. The structure is significant as a meeting place
and religious center for the McKaig area. Architecturally the structure
is significant as an example of rural architecture and its characteristic
combination of various architectural features such as the unique centre
ogee transom in a simplified structure.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Deborah Sheetenhelm, Intern

ORGANIZATION

DATE

Frederick County Office of Historic Preservation 8/27/79
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
12 East Church St., Winchester Hall 694-1063
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Frederick Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created

by an Act of the Maryland Legislature,

to be found in the

Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-

ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust

The Shaw House, 21 State

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(301) 267-1438
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